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May 9, 2023 

 
Chairman Kilbride & Members of the Board  

Tennessee Valley Authority  

400 West Summit Hill Drive  

Knoxville TN 37902  

tvainfo@tva.com  

 

Re: Comment to TVA Board of Directors for May Board Meeting and Listening Session 

 

Dear Board of Directors,  

 

We are in a crucial period of transition. TVA’s legacy of coal-powered energy production has 

weighed heavily on our communities, from decades of pollution to the devastating 2008 

Kingston Coal Ash Spill, which has killed over 60 cleanup workers and sickened hundreds. 

Dangerous coal ash storage and removal practices continue to threaten our water and soil, putting 

more lives at risk. 

 

Now, as TVA looks to the future, it is proposing a move from one fossil fuel to another – a gas 

buildout that would increase electricity costs, provide a fraction of the jobs that clean energy 

could bring, and harm communities in the path of new pipelines and gas plants. The decisions 

you make, as board members, will impact the lives of millions for generations to come.  

 

To begin to remedy the harms of TVA’s fossil fuel legacy, it is imperative you lead a transition 

that puts workers and environmental justice communities first. That includes transparency, 

accountability, and meaningful community engagement throughout the transition, including 

during long term coal ash storage planning. 

 

The TVA Board has the power to act boldly for change. TVA must listen to communities 

demanding affordable, safe, resilient, and clean energy and give them a seat at the table to 

advance a just, equitable energy future for all. This can only be done right if TVA works directly 

with those who have suffered the most from its actions and who stand to lose the most from its 

current plans.  

 

It’s time for TVA to whole-heartedly protect, listen to, and work with communities.  

 

We are here today calling on the board to: 
 

1. Meet with representatives of the organizations presenting this petition to discuss these 

priorities and demands. We ask that the TVA Board members meet with us on May 9th 

after the conclusion of the listening session in Norris, TN. 
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2. Establish a Community and Worker Advisory Committee to provide oversight on TVA 

coal ash cleanup and worker protection. This Committee should be composed of residents 

of TVA coal-impacted communities and TVA workers or their family members. 

 

3. Ensure that coal ash is stored at an elevated and isolated, well-lined location, and kept 

high, dry, and away from people and water.  

 

4. Prioritize safety and enforcement for contract and annual workers during all phases of 

coal ash cleanup and site remediation by following regulations and improving current 

safety practices, enforcement and whistleblower protections via input from local experts 

and impacted workers. 

 

5. Reclaim decision-making authority from CEO Jeff Lyash on the retirement and 

replacement of the Cumberland and Kingston coal plants. We call on the Board to stop 

any buildout of new fossil gas plants and pipelines and instead invest in clean, renewable 

energy alternatives that create more jobs and reduce harmful pollution in TVA 

communities. 

 

6. Work with our communities to chart a path to a fossil fuel-free future with 100% clean, 

renewable energy by 2035 that prioritizes justice, equity, resilience, and affordability. 

This future should serve as the foundation for all TVA energy planning, including the 

Valley Pathways Study and the upcoming Integrated Resource Plan.  

 

We look forward to working with you to address the issues we’ve raised and expect a written 

response from the TVA Board. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

CONVENING ORGANIZATIONS 

SAGE TN CUMBERLAND PRESERVATION GROUP 

BULL RUN KINGSTON WORKERS GROUP 

THE CLEAN UP TVA COALITION 

Appalachian Voices Center for Biological Diversity 
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Climate Reality Project Memphis and Mid-

South Regional Chapter 
Knoxville DSA 

NAACP – Memphis Chapter Sierra Club 

Sowing Justice 
Statewide Organizing for Community 

eMpowerment 

Sunrise Movement Knoxville Sunrise Movement Nashville 

Tennessee Interfaith Power & Light 

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

ALABAMA RIVERS ALLIANCE CAHABA RIVERKEEPER 

CLIMATE REALITY PROJECT NASHVILLE 

CHAPTER  
COOKEVILLE MUTUAL AID COLLECTIVE 

FOREST KEEPER I HEART PISGAH 

MADDOX FUND MEG’S BREAD 

PLASTIC FREE UT (STUDENT ORGANIZATION 

AT UT KNOXVILLE) 

PUTNAM COUNTY DEMOCRATS 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
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SHILOH FARM TENNESSEE ALLIANCE FOR PROGRESS 

WESTSIDE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 

CHURCH 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION 

OF COOKEVILLE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF AMERICA ZERO HOUR 

INDIVIDUAL SIGNATURES 
 

 

Emily Amonett Cookeville, TN 

Erica Anderson Nashville, TN 

John Atkins Morristown TN 

Ginny Ayers Maryville, TN 

Rachel Beck Oakland, CA 

Steve Block Chicago, IL 

Rhonda Bradley Crossville, TN 

Tyler Brandon Manchester, TN 

Lydia Burton Cookeville, TN 

Raymond Byrd Cookeville, TN 

Glen Cathey Cookeville, TN 

Kathleen Cavanaugh Chattanooga, TN 

Jessica Chasteen Cookeville, TN 

Nestor Chavez Cookeville, TN 

Stayce Choate Cookeville, TN 

Athel Clemmer Cookeville, TN 

JoLee Cody Knoxville, TN 

Scott Comer Jacksboro, TN 

Carolyn Anne Copenhaver Cookeville, TN 

Michael Damron Cookeville, TN 

Hobart Davis Lake City, TN 

Jeremy Davis Cookeville, TN 

Noah Dawicki Cookeville, TN 

Clarissia Dixon-Malone Cookeville, TN 

Chuck Edrington Norris, TN 

Ann Ercelawn Nashville, TN 

Amy Fahimi Huntsville, AL 
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Emma Farley Cookeville, TN 

Janie Finch Cookeville, TN 

Dr. Ric Finch Cookeville, TN 

Jerry Finchum Clarkrange, TN 

Judy Finchum Clarkrange, TN 

Robert Fingerman Monteagle, TN 

Fitz Fleenor Antioch, TN 

Carol Fleetwood Cookeville, TN 

Jane Fleishman Nashville, TN 

Cyril Focht Cookeville, TN 

Geri Fox Deer Lodge, TN 

Michael Friddell Nashville, TN 

Kaki Friskics-Warren Nashville, TN 

Alexandria Fulton Cookeville, TN 

David Gaines Smithville, TN 

Brittany Gay Cookeville, TN 

Billy George Cookeville, TN 

Sudeep Ghantasala Franklin, TN 

Richard Gillespie Cookeville, TN 

Javier Gonzalez Cookeville, TN 

Bradley Goolesby Cookeville. TN 

Leslie Gordon Knoxville, TN 

Randal Graham Knoxville, TN 

Denise Gribble Cookeville, TN 

James Gribble Cookeville, TN 

Paul Grogan Baxter, TN 

Cassandra Gronendyke Cookeville, TN 

Jennifer Hall Greeneville, TN 

Melissa Hardin Knoxville, TN 

Susan Havens Deer Lodge, TN 

Michael Hawkins Smithville TN 

Crystal Headrick Chuckey, TN 

Lindsey Herman Cookeville, TN 

Sizwe Herring Summertown, TN 

John Hickerson Greenville, TN 

Barbara Hickey Knoxville, TN 

Ruth Holloway Maryville TN 

Victoria Holmes Cookeville, TN 

Mary Jo Hooker Wartburg, TN 

Richard Hunger Sparta, TN 

Lance Jasitt Cookeville, TN 

Ian Jasitt Cookeville, TN 

Donna Jasitt Cookeville, TN 

James John Cookeville, TN 

Michael Johnson Cookeville, TN 

Flossie Jordan Cookeville, TN 
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Trey Keeth Franklin, TN 

Moss Keith Cookeville, TN 

Sarah Knight Cookeville, TN 

Sayota Knight Cookeville, TN 

Brianna Knisley Knoxville, TN 

Deanna Lack Sparta, TN 

Shane Langford Cookeville, TN 

Kyle Largent Crossville, TN 

Eric Lewis Nashville, TN 

Garrett Lewis Cookeville, TN 

Sherrie Liafsha Norris, TN 

Gabi Lichtenstein Knoxville, TN 

Rosemary Lieske Vides Nashville, TN 

Carol Ludgate Cookeville, TN 

Edward Ludwig Cookeville, TN 

Carol Ludwig Cookeville, TN 

Tom Malone Cookeville, TN 

Jana Mandes Joelton, TN 

Tim McPherson Algood, TN 

Josie McQuail Cookeville, TN 

Barbara McQuail Cookeville, TN 

Pqtricia Meadows Nashville, TN 

RahkweesKeh Miller New Tazewell, TN 

Kent Minault Knoxville, TN 

Meg Morgan Nashville, TN 

Angela Mummaw Woodlawn, TN 

Kevin Mummaw Woodlawn, TN 

Shannon Murphy Knoxville, TN 

Barbera Myers Cookeville, TN 

Drema Neeley Cookeville, TN 

Ray Noblit Cookeville, TN 

Chauncey O’Dell Greeneville, TN 

Jacob Person Cookeville, TN 

Hugh M. Piercey Baxter, TN 

Amos Powers Cookeville, TN 

Sammy Qualls Macon County, TN 

Axel Ringe Jefferson County, TN 

Joshua Rodgers Sparta, TN 

Barbara Rosensteel Baxter, TN 

Aubyn Sallee Cookeville, TN 

Gabriela Sarri-Tobar Silver Spring, MD 

Norma Scarlett Clay County, TN 

Lisa Schaeffer White Bluff, TN 

Daniel Scott Huntsville, AL 

Judith Shaffer Gaithersburg, MD 

Austin Sigler Cookeville, TN 
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Kaden Simmons Sparta, TN 

William Sizemore Murfreesboro, TN 

Tom Smedley Nashville, TN 

Rev Andrew Smith Cookeville, TN 

David Speake Cookeville, TN 

Vance Sterling Tallassee,TN 

Sharon M Taylor Cookeville, TN 

Carl R Taylor Cookeville, TN 

Chad Taylor Smithville, TN 

Jared Taylor Smithville, TN 

Theron Thomas Pikeville, TN 

Richard Treadwell Jamestown, TN 

Christopher Trout Knoxville, TN 

Melissa Veals Knoxville, TN 

Austin Wall Cumberland Furnace, Tennessee 

Laryssa Waller Baxter, TN 

Richard Waller Baxter, TN 

Michael Ward London, TN 

Carolyn Watterson Cookeville, TN 

Martha Wettemann Pleasant View, TN 

Patrick Wharton Cookeville, TN 

Hillyard Wilkins Knoxville, TN 

John Williams Nashville, TN 

Emily Woods Cookeville, TN 

Glenda B. York Monterey, TN 

Devin Young Knoxville, TN 

Jonathan Young Cookeville, TN 

Susie Zuller Cookeville, TN 

 


